2                                 GLYCERINE
duction of nitro-glycerine, and thence the pre-
paration of explosive products; it is also used, in
the second place, in the manufacture of soaps and
perfumery.
The discovery of glycerine took place, as has al-
ready been mentioned, in the year 1779, and the
credit for its discovery belongs to the chemist Scheele,
since he carried out a close investigation on the
substance formed by the treatment of fats with
litharge. Scheele already recognized one of the
characteristic properties of this newly discovered
body, viz. its intensely sweet taste, and called it on
that account " sweet oil "; it was also occasionally
spoken of as " fat-sugar ".
The name glycerine derived from the Greek word
y\vKv$ = sweet, was first employed by Chevreul
in the year 1814, and this chemist also studied in
some detail the properties of glycerine in relation to
its chemical constitution and decomposition pro-
ducts. Although now the industry has at its disposal
considerable quantities of glycerine in the lyes from
soap-making, it was formerly not produced - on the
manufacturing scale, since no suitable method for
the recovery of pure glycerine on the large scale
was known, nor any application for the substance
itself.
In the year 1821, when the production of crystal-
line fatty acids on the large scale for the manufac-
ture of stearine candles was commenced, it became
urgently necessary to seek some application for the
glycerine also separating in this manufacture in large